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TEENSCREEN 
Risks are too great 

Your March 26 editorial made a spurious claim that since "schools screen for eye 
trouble. Why not for brain disorders?" Screening students to assess whether they 
are "at risk" for suicide or other mental health disorders is a highly subjective, 
unscientific and extremely difficult task. 
David Shaffer of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention reported that 
for every 16 students correctly identified by TeenScreen as "at risk," 84 were 
falsely labeled. Since the most common "treatment" for mental health disorders is 
drug therapy, TeenScreen leads to unnecessary drugging and the proven risks of 
serious side effects from these powerful psychotropic drugs. 
TeenScreen has no place in the public school system. The risks to the mental 
and physical health of our students are too great. 

Bonnie Gasper, Eden Prairie  

 


