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Daniel R. Lerom, Psy.D.

License Number: PY 4407

Case Number: 2009-11318

ORDER OF EMERGENCY SUSPENSION OF LICENSE
Ana M. Viamonte Ros, M.D., M.P.H., State Surgeon General, ORDERS the

suspension of the license of Daniel R. Lerom to practice as a licensed psychologist. Dr.
Lerom holds license number PY 4407, and his address of record is 816 Poinsettia Drive,
Tampa, Florida 33609. The following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law support

the emergency suspension of Dr. Lerom’s license to practice as a licensed psychologist.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Department of Health (Department) is the state agency charged with
regulating the practice of psychology pursuant to Chapters 20, 456, and 490, Florida
Statutes. Section 456.073, Florida Statutes (2009), authorizes the Department to
summarily suspend Dr. Lerom’s license to practice as a licensed psychologist in
accordance with Section 120.60(6), Florida Statutes (2009).

2. At all times material to this order, Dr. Lerom has been a licensed
psychologist in the State of Florida, having been issued license number PY 4407 on or
about December 3, 1990.

3. Dr. Lerom maintains an office in Tampa, Florida, where he provides
clinical psychology services. Dr. Lerom also provided psychology services at Victory
Church in Lakeland, Florida, on Thursday evenings. Dr. Lerom was not employed by or
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under contract with the church, but the church provided Dr. Lerom with a space free of
charge for him to provide professional psychology services.

4, In or about March, 1995, HF (also known as HA at that time), an
approximately 23 year-old married female who lived and worked in Lakeland, Florida,
first presented to Dr. Lerom for help with marital difficulties. Dr. Lerom saw HF and her
husband jointly for several sessions in 1995 before the couple decided to divorce.

5. Dr. Lerom’s records reflect that, thereafter, Dr. Lerom saw HF sporadically
on an as needed basis. Dr. Lerom saw HF one or more times in or about 1996, 1997,
2001, 2002, 2005, and 2007. In or about August, 2008, HF began seeing Dr. Lerom
more regularly.

6. Following spine surgery in 2008, HF was prescribed pain medication by
her physician. In or about November, 2008, HF had prescription pain medication in her
possession. To the best of HF's recollection, this prescription pain medication was
either Vicodin or Percocet.

7. Vicodin is a trade name for a medication containing hydrocodone, a
narcotic analgesic or pain killer, and acetaminophen. Under section 893.03(3), Florida
Statutes (2009), it is a Schedule III controlled substance. A Schedule III substance has
the potential for abuse less than the substances contained in Schedules I and II and
has a currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States, and abuse of

the substance may lead to moderate or low physical dependence or high psychological

dependence.
8. Percocet is a trade name for a medication containing oxycodone, a
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narcotic analgesic, and acetaminophen. Under Section 893.03(2), Florida Statutes
(2009), it is a Schedule II controlled substance. A Schedule II substance has a high
potential for abuse and has a currently accepted but severely restricted medical use in
treatment in the United States, and abuse of the substance may lead to severe
psychological or physical dependence.

9. Records from a Target Pharmacy in Lakeland, Florida reflect that on or
about December 3, 2008, HF filled a prescription for 30 oxycod/APAP 5-325 tablets,
which is a generic formulation of Percocet. Similar records from a Walgreens pharmacy
in Lakeland, Florida indicate that on or about March 5, 2009, HF filled a prescription for
hydrocodone/APAP 5mg/500mg tablets, a generic formulation of Vicodin.

10.  In or about November, 2008, Dr. Lerom sent a text message to HF asking
her for some of her prescription pain medication. Dr. Lerom claimed that he needed
the medication for back pain. In response to Dr. Lerom’s text message request, HF
gave Respondent several tablets of her prescription pain medication.

11. Respondent asked HF to delete the text message he sent to her
requesting HF’s prescription pain medication, and HF deleted the message.

12.  In or about January, 2009, HF and her boyfriend (to whom HF had at one
time been engaged), ended their relationship. HF characterized this time as a
vulnerable and “low” point in her life.

13. HF attended an appointment for psychotherapy with Dr. Lerom on or
about January 29, 2009. Dr. Lerom’s progress note for that date reflects that HF
reported some ongoing anxiety and depression as well as “some hopelessness about
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her personal ‘future’ and her relationship ‘future.”

14.  Dr. Lerom’s January 29, 2009, progress note for HF does not document
any signs or symptoms indicative of safety concerns for HF, does not suggest that Dr.
Lerom was concerned about HF's safety, does not reflect the date of a follow-up
appointment, nor does it indicate any imminent need for a prompt follow-up
appointment.

15.  On or about February 4, 2009, HF contacted Dr. Lerom and scheduled a
session for the following day, February 5, 2009.

16.  Prior to February 5, 2009, HF had disclosed what prescription medication
she was taking to Dr. Lerom.

17.  Prior to the February 5, 2009, appointment, Dr. Lerom had instructed HF
to bring her medications with her to the session. Dr. Lerom claimed it was for “safety,”
even though there is no indication in Dr. Lerom’s records that HF's safety was or should
have been of concern.

18. HF complied with Dr. Lerom’s request. She brought her prescription
medications, including prescription narcotic pain medication, with her to the
appointment. HF believes that this prescription pain medication was either Vicodin or
Lortab, which both contain hydrocodone, and are both Schedule III controlled
substances under Section 893.03(2), Florida Statutes (2009), as defined in paragraph 7.

19. When HF saw Dr. Lerom on or about February 5, 2009, Dr. Lerom again
asked HF for some of the prescription pain medication that HF had brought with her to
the appointment, claiming he needed the medication for back pain. HF gave Dr. Lerom
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several tablets of her prescription narcotic pain medication.

20.  During HF's session with Dr. Lerom on or about February 5, 2009, Dr.
Lerom remarked to HF: “If I were available, I would date you.”

21.  After Dr. Lerom finished seeing patients at Victory Church on or about the
evening of February 5, 2009, he went to see HF at Lakeland townhouse. Dr. Lerom and
HF sat on a couch and talked for between approximately one or two hours. Before
leaving HF's home, Dr. Lerom held HF.

22. Dr. Lerom did not conduct any therapeutic psychotherapy sessions with
HF after on or about February 5, 2009.

23.  On or about February 10, 2009, Dr. Lerom again visited HF at her home.
While he was there, Dr. Lerom and HF had an intimate conversation that led to them
kissing, hugging and caressing each other.

24. Dr. Lerom began an inappropriate sexual relationship with patient HF on
or about February 10, 2009.

25.  On or about February 11, 2009, at approximately 10:48 p.m., Dr. Lerom
sent a text message to HF that reads: "My day was very busy but good! i m stik very
“distracted” with thoughts of amazing hvgs and kisses!! my hope is to b with u for at
least 2 hours tomorrow nite!!”!

26. At approximately 11:06 a.m. on or about February 12, 2009, Dr. Lerom

sent HF the following text message: “U r soooo hot!! i worry that i m holding u back

! Text message communication typically uses many abbreviations and notations sometimes causing it to be difficult
to distinguish between the intended text and spelling or grammatical errors. Therefore, when quoting text messages
sent between Dr. Lerom and HF, errors and omissions will not be designated with brackets.
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from a younger stud who can really meet ur needs!! lol'” Later that day, at
approximately 12:26 p.m., Dr. Lerom again sent a text to HF: “I always want the best
for u bc u deserve the best!!! Hope ur planning for at least 2 hours of play time
tonitel!!”

27.  On or about the evening of Thursday, February 12, 2009, Dr. Lerom
returned to HF's home, where Dr. Lerom and HF spent time together in an upstairs
bedroom and HF recalls that the pair became “very physical” with each other.

28. On or about the morning of February 13, 2009, at approximately 8:55
a.m., Dr. Lerom sent a text to HF: “My body felt great ‘all over’ after last nite! thank u!!
the beach tonite is not a sure thing-i Il know for sure by 6pm-sorry. we would meet at
my office at 10-” At approximately 9:05 p.m., Dr. Lerom sent a text message to HF
that said: "I do wish i was with u all nite tonite-holding u and kissing u all over!! i |l
make it up to u in a special way!!”

29. Dr. Lerom went to HF's home on or about: February 15, 2009; February
19, 2009; February 21, 2009;‘ February 26, 2009; March 1, 2009; March 5, 2009; March
8, 2009; March 10, 2009; March 12, 2009; March 15, 2009; March 19, 2009; March 26,
2009; and March 31, 2009.

30. During Dr. Lerom’s visits to HF at her townhouse, Dr. Lerom and HF
engaged in sexual activity.

31. Between approximately late February 2009, and early March 2009, HF
gave Dr. Lerom a key to her home, which Dr. Lerom used to let himself into HF's
townhouse.
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32. Between February 2009, and May 2009, HF and Dr. Lerom exchanged
hundreds of telephone calls and text messages. Both HF and Dr. Lerom referred to
each other as “RHL" in text messages. “RHL" stands for “red hot lover.”

33. On or about March 29, 2009, Dr. Lerom paid for a hotel room at the
Quality Inn at 1020 Dale Mabry, Tampa, so that HF could spend the night in Tampa.
Dr. Lerom checked into the hotel at approximately 6:30 p.m. and stayed there with HF
until around 8:30 p.m., when he went home. Dr. Lerom later returned to the hotel with
dinner from Carrabba’s restaurant, and stayed there with HF until he went home for the
evening at around 11:30 p.m. Dr. Lerom came back to the hotel room at approximately
8:30 a.m. the following morning, and stayed until approximately 9:45 a.m. Dr. Lerom
and HF engaged in oral sex while they were at the Quality Inn together.

34. On or about April 2, 2009, Dr. Lerom and HF began having sexual
intercourse. Dr. Lerom went to HF's home and engaged in sexual activity including oral
sex and/or sexual intercourse with HF, on or about: April 2, 2009; April 5, 2009; April 9,
2009; April 16, 2009; April 20, 2009; April 23, 2009; and April 30, 2009.

35.  Many of the text messages sent between Dr. Lerom and HF were intimate
and/or sexually provocative. For example, on or about April 7, 2009, at approximately
8:56 a.m., Dr. Lerom sent a text message to HF that reads: “hope ur day ir a great one!
wish uwere here in the shower with me to warm me up!!! Your RHL!!!” On or about
April 14, 2009, Dr. Lerom wrote to HF: “If i were there i would rub u all over and kiss u
all over!!! thats the dr. dan cure!!! XOXOXO.”

36. On or about April 21, 2009, Dr. Lerom told HF in a text message that he
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was “falling in love” with her.

37.  On or about April 30, 2009, Dr. Lerom surprised HF by giving her a ring
from Tiffany & Co. Dr. Lerom left the gift inside HF's home, and HF found the gift when
she returned home after work. The ring was a sterling silver band of interconnected
"X’s” and "O’s".

38. The card accompanying the gift said: “For my ‘RHL’, so that you will

remember the importance of many XOXOXO's!” The card was signed, “Love, Dan.”

39. On April 30, 2009, at approximately 6:05 p.m., Dr. Lerom sent a text
message to HF that read: “Did the ring fit? I |l call the lady tomorrow to order size 7 if
we need to! She said she was ordering the size 7 anyway?!?C u in about one
hour!!!xoxoxo!!!”

40. That evening, Dr. Lerom went to see HF at her home, and they engaged
in sexual activity including sexual intercourse.

41. At approximately 11:34 p.m., Dr. Lerom sent a text message to HF:
“"Home safely! What an unforgetable night!! U were incredible as usual, and u were
amazing to be with!!! Again, u were ‘wonderful tonight!!! My incredible RHL!!!"”

42. Dr. Lerom and HF reportedly intended to spend the afternoon of May 2,
2009, together. At approximately 11:21 p.m. on or about May 1, 2009, HF wrote to
Respondent in a text message: “"Baby, I am thrilled about getting to spend the
afternoon with u tomorrow!!! I apologize for being moody ... No excuse ... Forgive me?
Ur amazing and our visit to T&Co will be the best ... I cannot wait!!!! Thank u for all ur
doing to make my ring perfect ... XOXOXO. Sweetest of dreams my darling ... I love u
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but mostly I'm thankful for ut!!

43.  Shortly thereafter, Dr. Lerom’s wife reportedly discovered a text message
that had been sent between Dr. Lerom and HF. At approximately 11:57 p.m. on May 1,
2009, Dr. Lerom wrote to HF: “[My wife] just read this message. They have to stop for
a long time until I say it's ok, this is serious!! Dan.”

44, On or about May 2, 2009, at approximately 8:48 a.m., Dr. Lerom sent a
text message to HF telling her that Dr. Lerom’s family had held a “confrontation” with
him about his relationship with HF, and Dr. Lerom had told his family that he would
“stop to keep our family together.”

45. The sexual relationship between Dr. Lerom and HF abruptly ended once
Dr. Lerom'’s family learned of his infidelity. Nevertheless, Dr. Lerom saw HF on May 2,
2009, and wanted to meet with HF on or about May 3, 2009.

46. Dr. Lerom and HF continued to communicate via text messaging for
approximately two more weeks. The messages do not appear sexual in nature.

47. HF did not handle the break-up well, and was very distressed by it.

48. Records from HF's psychiatrist, who had treated HF since approximately
2004 for depression and anxiety, reflect that HF was hospitalized from May 15, 2009,
through May 17, 2009, “after breakdown due to stress when wife of her therapist (Dr.
Dan Lerom) discovered patient/Dr. Lerom were involved in romantic/sexual
relationship.”

49. Prior to as well as throughout their sexual relationship, Dr. Lerom
regularly asked HF to give him her prescription medication. Dr. Lerom was primarily
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interested in getting HF’s prescription narcotic pain medication, and asked for the drugs
approximately weekly. While HF did not volunteer or offer to give Dr. Lerom her
medication, when Dr. Lerom asked, HF would give in and give him Dr. Lerom the drugs.

50. At some point between January and May 2009, HF was prescribed and
took alprazolam, a medication that is also marketed under the trade name Xanax.
Alprazolam or Xanax is a benzodiazepine commonly prescribed to treat anxiety, and
under section 893.03(4), Florida Statutes (2009), it is a Schedule IV controlied
substance. A substance in Schedule IV has a low potential for abuse relative to the
substances in Schedule III and has a currently accepted medical use in treatment in the
United States, and abuse of the substance may lead to limited physical or psychological
dependence relative to the substances in Schedule III.

51. At some point between January and May 2009, HF was also taking
clonazepam, which is marketed under the trade name Klonopin. Like alprazolam,
clonazepam is a benzodiazapene derivative commonly prescribed to treat anxiety and is
a Schedule 1V controlled substance under section 893.03(4), Florida Statutes (2009).

52. While Dr. Lerom was primarily interested in taking HF's prescription
narcotic pain medicine, Dr. Lerom did ask HF for Xanax or alprazolam at least once, in
or about March, 2009, and HF gave it to him.

53.  HF reported that Dr. Lerom asked HF for Kionopin or clonazepam “just a
couple” of times, and HF gave him a “few” tablets.

54. In some instances, Dr. Lerom took HF’s prescription medication without
her knowledge or permission.
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55.  During one of Dr. Lerom’s visits to HF's home in or about March 2009, HF
discovered Dr. Lerom in the kitchen with HF’s bottle of prescription clonazepam without
her prior knowledge or permission. When confronted, Dr. Lerom told HF that he only
needed a few. HF also found an empty clonazepam bottle in the kitchen garbage.

56. In or about March 2009, HF found that her bottle of Vicodin had been
emptied without her permission or knowledge. HF confronted Dr. Lerom, who admitted
taking the medication and claimed that he needed the medication for back pain.

57. In late March, Dr. Lerom wanted HF to get him oxycodone, a Schedule 11
controlled substance. On or about March 28, 2009, at 12:18 p.m., Dr. Lerom sent the
following text message to HF: “Baby, thanks for the encouraging texts!! i love that! my
appts r going o.k. 4s there any way that u could get some percocet or oxycodone for ur
“old man” RHL fo.” HF replied to Dr. Lerom that his message was cut off. Dr. Lerom
replied, “Sorry-basically needing more percocet or oxycodone for my back! wantf to
know if u could get some for torrmw?1?”

58.  Several days later, on or about March 31, 2009, Dr. Lerom again asked HF
to get him narcotic pain medication. At approximately 7:05 p.m., Dr. Lerom sent HF
the following text message: “Honey-if u got the oxxcontin i could c6e over tmite to get
it and cu!! amy thinks i m ¢ ing my OD client in the hospital?!”

59. Dr. Lerom did not provide therapeutic services to HF after on or about
February, 5, 2009. However, Dr. Lerom’s records for HF include a progress note dated
February 12, 2009, signed by Dr. Lerom.

60. Except for the progress note dated February 12, 2009, Dr. Lerom’s
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records fail to include any record documenting the provision of services to HF after
February 5, 2009.

61. Dr. Lerom knowingly filed claims with HF's insurance company, BlueCross
BlueShield of Florida (BCBSF), for: payment of $180.00 for an 80-minute “specialty
consult” allegedly provided to HF on: Thursday, February 12 2009; Thursday, February
19, 2009; Wednesday, February 25, 2009; Thursday, March 5, 2009; Thursday, March
12, 2009; Thursday, March 19, 2009; Thursday, March 26, 2009; Thursday, April 2,
2009; Thursday, April 9, 2009; Thursday, April 16, 2009; Thursday, April 23, 2009; and
Thursday, April 30, 2009.

62. Dr. Lerom was actually engaging in sexual activity, including having oral
sex or sexual intercourse with HF on the dates that he requested payment from BCBSF
for services rendered to HF.

63. HF’s insurance carrier BCBSF paid Dr. Lerom more than $1,400.00, or
$117.40 for each of the 12 “specialty consults” he allegedly provided to HF between
February 12, 2009, and April 30, 2009.

64. After Dr. Lerom ended his relationship with HF, he sent her a text
message on or about May 10, 2009, at or about 7:05 p.m., stating that he was
restoring all of HF’s insurance visits for 2009. The next day, at approximately 5:59
p.m., Respondent sent another text message to HF indicating that all of HF’s insurance
benefits had been restored.

65. Dr. Lerom’s records include a completed Claim Overpayment Refund
Form for BCBSF wherein Dr. Lerom was purportedly returning the $117.40 payment he
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