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November 2004

Dear Parents and Students,

When Dr. Markavitch and Dr. Seger called me on behalf of the Board of School Trustees this past summer and
asked if I would be interested in returning to the school corporation after a short retirement to serve as interim
principal at Penn High School, I hesitated little before answering yes. After 31 years in the corporation, I had
retired in June of 2004. 1 enjoyed my job with the corporation but wanted some family time and time to take a
professional breather. While I enjoyed the year, returning to Penn as the interim principal was a prospect too
exciting to pass up. Having both taught at Penn and serving one year as interim principal in 1992-93, I was well
aware of the challenges of the role. Itook over on October 11 and have been on the run since. It is exciting!

Jerry Sollenne was an excellent principal and following in his footsteps is not an easy task. Fortunately, I enjoy
the support of three fine administrators in Mr. Risner, Mrs. Jackson and Mr. Hope. Their willingness to help me
through the transition has made life much easier for me. Thanks to them, our team of Deans, our Athletic
Department, our outstanding Faculty and Staff, the transition has been smooth. I must also acknowledge and

thank our student body for making this a great place to come to work each day.

Over the past several years, Penn has made strides toward becoming one of the top high schools in the nation.
The focus on academic achievement and accountability has never been greater. I will work with my fellow
administrators, division leaders and teachers to continue the push for excellence for all students. The goals are

lofty and worthwhile.

1 look forward to meeting as many students and parents as I can this year. In this role, [ am able to spend a great
deal of time in classrooms observing teachers and working with them to improve opportunities for our kids. 1
assure you that Penn High School will maintain high standards for teaching and learning this year.

Sincerely,

David R. Tydgat, Ed. D.
Interim Principal




