BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusat\ion
Against:

Mounir Belcadi, M.D. Case No. 800-2015-015536

Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate No. A 93642

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
: )
Respondent )
)

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California,
Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on _June 19, 2019 .

IT IS SO ORDERED May 20, 2019 .

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Bf: MMW A

Ronald H. LewiS, M.DZ Chair
Panel A
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XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California
MARY CAIN-SIMON .
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
CAROLYNE EVANS
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 289206
455 Golden Gatc Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3448
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2015-015536

MOUNIR BELCADI, M.D.
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND

200 Hillmont Avenue DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Ventura, CA 93003

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A
93642

Respondent.

[T IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-
entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:
PARTIES
1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board
of California (Board). She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter by Xavier Becerré, Attorney General of thé State of California, by Carolyne Evans,

Deputy Attorney General.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2015-015536)
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2. Respondent Mounir Belcadi, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by
attorney Joseph Gharrity, Hassard Bonnington LLP, 275 Battery Street, Suite 1600, San
Francisco, CA 94111.

3. On or about December 23, 2005, the Board issued Physician's and Surgeo'n's
Certificate No. A 93642 to Respondent. The Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate was in full
force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2015-015536,
and will expire on December 31, 2019, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION

4, Accusation No. 800-2015-015536 was filed before the Board, and is currently
pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were
properly served on Respondent on May 15, 2018. Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense
contesting the Accusation,

5. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2015-015536 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated
herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2015-015536. Respondent has also carefully read,
fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinéry Order.

7.  Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other
rights accorded by the Califomia. Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

8.  Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and

every right set forth above.

1
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CULPABILITY

9. Respondent does not contest that, at an administrative hearing, complainant could
establish a prima facie case with respect to the charges and allegations contained in Accusation
No. 800-2015-015536 and that he has thereby subjected his license to disciplinary action.

10.  Respondent stipulates that the Board has jurisdiction to impose a public reprimand
upon his certificate to practice medicine pursuant to section 2227 of the Business and Professions
Code. Respondent agrees to be bound by the Board's imposition of discipline as set forth in the
Disciplinary Order below.

CONTINGENCY

11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent understands énd agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or his counsel. By signing the
stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreement or seek
to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal
action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having
considered this matter.

12.  The-parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and facsimile
signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

13. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following
Disciplinary Order:

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

A, PUBLIC REPRIMAND

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 93642
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issued to Respondent Mounir Belcadi, M.D. shall be and hereby is publically reprimanded
pursuant to California Business and Professions Code section 2227, subdivision (a)(4). This
public reprimand is issued in connection with Respondent’s unprofessional conduct in the care
and treatment of Patient P-1 as set forth in Accusation No. 800-2015-015536.

B. EDUCATION COURSE

Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall submit to

the Board or its designee for its prior approval an educational program or course in medication

-management. The educational program or course shall be aimed at correcting any areas of

deficient practice or knowledge and shall be Category I certified. The educational program or
course shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition to the Continuing Medical
Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure. Following the completion of the
program or course, the Board or its designee may administer an examination to test Respondent’s
knowledge of the course. Respondent shall provide proof of attendance in the course or seminar
in satisfaction of this condition and of the hours of CME credit received. Respondent shall
participate in and successfully complete the program or course not later than six (6) months after
Respondent’s initial enrollment.

Failure to successfully complete the educational program or course outlined above shall
constitute unprofessional conduct and grounds for further disciplinary action.

C. MEDICAL RECORD KEEPING COURSE. Within 60 calendar days of the

effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a course in medical record keeping
approved in advance by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall provide the approved course
provider with any information and documents that the approved course provider may deem
pertinent. Respondent shall participate in and successfully complete the classroom component of
the course not later than six (6) months after Respondent’s initial enrollment. Respondent shall
successfully complete any other component of the course within one (1) year of enrollment. The
medical record keeping course shall be at Respondent’s expensc and shall be in addition to the
Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of liccnsure.

A medical record keeping course taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the
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Accusation, but prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board
or its designee, be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the course would have
been approved by the Board or its designee had the course been taken after the effective date of
this Decision.

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its
designee not later than 15 calendar days after successfully completing the course, or not later than

15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, whichever is later.

ACCEPTANCE

1 have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully
discussed it with my attorney. I understand the stipulation and the effect it will have on my
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order

of the Medical Board of California.

L)
ontens O Jo U4 ¥ L9 ( é/ A /

MOUNIR BELCADI, M.D.
Respondent

,)

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Mounir Belcadi, M.D. the terms and

conditions and other matters contained in the gbGv¢/ Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order.

[ approve its form ang content.
oaten: /) M
T / 7
/ Aptorneylfor Respéb\/

ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

1
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submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California.

Dated: /%/7//&0/7

Respectfully submitted,

XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California
MARY CAIN-SIMON

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

CAROL VANS
Deputy Attorney General
Attorneys for Complainant

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2015-015536)
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Attorney General of California ™ A7 ' ‘
MARY CAIN- SIMON BY . Ruedaigd ANALYST'

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

CAROLYNE EVANS

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 289206 :
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 703-1211
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480

Attorneys for Complainant

FILED .
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
MEDICAL BOARD-OF CALIFORNIA

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Caée No. 800-2015-015536 -
~ Mounir Belcadi, M.D. ACCUSATION
Hillmont Inpatient Psychiatric Unit
200 Hillmont Avenue
Ventura, CA 93003
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. A93642,
Respondent.
, Cbmplaih’ant alleges: ,
PARTIES -

1.
capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of Califomia, Department of Consumer
Affairs (Board). | ~ i

2. On December 23,2005, the Medical Board issued P.hys.ician’s‘ and:S':l_;frgeon*s'
Certificate Nuinber A93642 to Mounir Belcadi, M.D. (Respondent). The PhYsician’S an& .
Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times ‘relevaﬁt to the charges brought '

_herein and will expire on December 31, 2019, unless renewed.

Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her official
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one year, placed on probation and required to pay the costs of probation monitoring, or such other

conduct, In addi.tion to other provisions of this article; unprofessional conduct includes, but is not

JURISDICTION

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Proféssions Code unless otherwise indicated.

4,  Section 2227 of the Code provides that a licensee who is found guilty under the

Medical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suspended for a period not to exceed

action taken in relation to.discipline as the Board deetiis proper.
5. Section 2234 of the Code states: |

“The board shall take aotlon against any licensee who is charged with unpr ofessmnal '

limited to, the followmg

“(a) Violating or attemptmg to violate, dlrecﬂy or 111duect1y, assisting in or abettlng the
violation of, or conspu'mg to violate any provision 'of this chapter. -

“(c) Repeated dleoligeﬁt acts. To be repeated, -thefezl‘ﬁuet llse' two or more 'ﬁegligeht acts or
omissions. An initial negligent act or omission followed by a separate and distinct departure from
the applicable standard of care shall constltute repeated negligent acts. ....

“(d) Incompetence
e e
) 6. . Sectlon 2266 of the Code states:

“The failure of a phys1c1an and surgeon to maintain adequate and accurate 1eoords rela‘un0
to the provision of services to then'_patlents constltutes _unprofesslollal conduct.’ ‘

| FACTS

7. At all times 1e1evant to this matter, Respondent was hcensed and p1 acucmg
psychiatric mechcme in California.

i

S

1

g

(MOUNIR BELCADI, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2015-01553¢



B o

N Y W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23
24
25
26
27

' On August 31, 2011, P-1’s lithium level was 0.28, well below an effective level.

Reépondent 're'dube;d_P;l ’s lithium to 600 mg twice a day. Respondent states that the reduction in

PATIENT P-1!

8. Respondent saw Patient P-1 from approximately June 2007- October 2012 when he -
was released from a psychiatric hospital after jumping from the second story of a buil'ding. He
was 41 yedrs old when he first saw Respondent. P-1 had a history of severe bipolar symptoms
including delusions, paranoid ideation, irritability, depression, suicidal ideation, and at least one
possible suicide attempt GLUnping from the second story). He had ééveral preyious- psychiatrié
hospitalizations. From 2007 to 2012, Respondent prescribed, among other medications, lithium
carbonate? for P-1°s symptoms. During that period, he tested P-1’s lithium levels only six times,
S’eptember 14, 2007 (0.69), February 14, 2008 (0.97), August 22, 2008 (0.68), March 14, 2009
(1.’1), August 31, 2011 (0.28), and September 27, 2012 (0.9).

| 9. Fréfn the tiiﬁe Resp011d¢11t aésumed the care of P-1 in June 2007 until March 2009, he
kept him on 1860 mg of liflli’um carbonate daily, 900 mg twice a v;iay._ On March 11, 2009,
Respondent increased P-17s lithium to 2400 mg daily, 1200 mg twice a day and checked the .lev'el'
of lithium three days later on March 14, 2009. It was 1.107 There is no documentation of
Réspondent’s testing P-1"s lithium level again until August 31, 201 1 neaily two and a half years

later, although he conti’nued‘.t'r'eatmg P-1 with 1200 mg of lithium twice daily until March 6, 2012.
- 10. On March 6, 2012, without any documentation other than the pljescription,

dosage was a mistake.
| 1. Rés_p_.ondent sé.w P-‘l. in his ofﬁcé on September 13, 2012 and did not doéﬁment
confirming Wit‘h:P-l the dbse of lithium ile was taking, -

R [2. On September 24,V2012, Respdndent saw Patient P-1 in his office and did not
d_dcument conﬁﬁnihg with P-1 the dose of lithium he was taking. Respondent tested P-1°s

lithium level on September 27, 2012. It was 0.9.

. ! The patient is designated in this document as Patient P-1 to protect his privacy.
Respondent knows the name of the patient and can confirm his identity through discovery. -
2 Lithium carbonate is used to treat mania associated with bipolar disorder. It works to
stabilize the mood and reduce extremes in behavior in part by restoring the balance of '
neurotransmitters in the brain. It is a dangerous drug as defined in section 4022.

3
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.for lithium tox101ty

A month later, on October 23, 2012, Respondent switched P-1 from a “short release”
formulation that he took twice a day to an extended release version that he was to take once a day
at bedtime. Rest:dndent"s chart notes give 'no explanation for the change but Resbondent states
that he believed that taking the medication once a day might relieve P-1°s lithium induced
tremors. He said he believed that P-1 was still on 2400 mg of lithium instead of the 12t)0 mg
daily that he had switched him to on March 6, 2012 and that he was. .svimp.l'y changing the
formulation, not the'dose. ‘

13. On November 2, 2012, P-1’s wife called Respondent and told hini thét P-1 was
having severe vorniting and dian'hea According to Resi:ondent’s; chart notes, when he saw P-1
later that day, he ‘was ataxic (loss of coordination of the muscles), slumng his words, and

tremulous. Respondent 1ec0nnnended that P-1 go to the emer gency room because of the potential

14. Patient P-1 was admitted to the hospital with lithium tox1c1ty and requir ed dialysis to
correct his excessively high lithium level of 5.4. |
" FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Repeated N egtigent Acts and/or Incompetence and/or Inadequate .and‘ Inaccurate Medical
| 'Recordkeeping) -

' 15. Respondent is gullty of unpmfessmnal conduct and subJect to dlsclplmary actlon -
under section 2234 subd1v151ons (a) (v1olatmg the Medlcal Practlce Act) (c) (xepeated neghgent
acts) and/or (d) (mcompetence) and sect1on 2266 (fatled to mamtam adequate and accurate . '
medical recmds) of the Code in that Respondent encaged in the conduct descrlbed above |
including, but not hmlted to, the following: | |

A. Respondent had no chart notes for Mat ch 6 2012 and failed to document a reason for
reducing P-1’s lithium dosage from 1200 mg twice a day to 600 mg twice a day on March 6, 2012 |
or even that to mention that he had changed the dose and failed to document that he changed P-
1’s lithium from a short-acting to extended release fortnnlation on: October 23, _2012 or the reason

for the change.

4
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taking and confirm that the correct dosage was being taken despite Respondent’s prescubmo such

, p10bat10n momtormg, and

B. Respondent failed to check P-1’s lithium level regularly, i.e., a few days after a dose
change or initiation, a repeat level in a few months, and then a repAeat level every six months, and
failed to recognize that a patient’s lithium level should be checked 3 to 5 days afte‘s a change in
lithium formulation eveﬁ if the daily dosage remains the same.

C. Respondent failed to review with P-lona regular basis the dose of hthmm he was’

a high dosage for him.
_ PRAYER _ -
| WHEREF ORE Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein allé ged,
and that followm0 the hearing, the Medical Boald of California issue a decision:
| 1. Revokmg or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon ] Celtlﬁcate Number A93642

issued to Moumr Belcadi M. D »

2. Revoking, suspending, or denying approval of Mounir Belcadi, M.D.’ s authority to -
supervise physiéian assistants and advanced practice nurses; V '

3. Ordering Mounir Belcadi, M.D., if placed on probation, to pay the Boald the costs of

4, Takmg such other and further action as ‘deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: __ May 15, 2018 , /
: ' o KIMBERLY RCHMEYEJQ'
Executive Director .

Medical Boeard of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant
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