BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
'STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation
Against:

LAURANCE FOLKEY JOHNSON, M.D. Case No. 800-2016-022456

Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate No. G17122

Respondent
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DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted as the
Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, -
State of California. ‘ :

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on February 22, 2019.

IT IS SO ORDERED: January 23, 2019.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

onald'H. Léwis”M.D. Chair
Panel A v
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XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

E. A. JONES III ‘

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

CINDY M. LOPEZ

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 119988 -

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013

California Department of Justice
Telephone: (213) 269-6494
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA _
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: .| Case No. 800-2016-022456
LAURANCE FOLKEY JOHNSON, M.D. OAH No. 201806117

595 E. Colorado Blvd, #335
Pasadena, CA 91101-2039

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. G

17122

Respondent.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS' HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:

PARTIES

1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) is the Execﬁtive Director of the Medical Board

of California (Board). She broughf this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in

this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Cindy M. Lopez,

Deputy Attorney General.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-022456)
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herein by reference. . SR I AT e . BLE pioduciion of

2. Respondent LAURANCE FOLKEY JOHNSON, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in '
this proceeding by atforney Core-y E. Krueger, whose address is: Ericksen Arbuthnot, 835 . ..
Wilshire Blvd., 5" Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017.

3. Onorabout September 12, 1969, the Board issued Physicians.and Surgeon's .. .

Certificate No. G 17122 to Respondent. The Physician's and _Surge@n‘s Certificate was.in full

force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No, 800-2016-022456, .

and will expire on November 30, 2018; unless renewed. .= = . . win nass im0l

SEARLL T wees

JURISDICTION

N Y

4. Acéusation No. 800;2016-02245 6 was filed before the Board, and is.currently
pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were
pfoperly served on Respondent on March 9, 2018. . Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense
contesting the Accusation. L SRR

-5.. A copy of Accusation No. __800-_2_016=0224;-56‘i,s.é.ttached,as;,exhibitvﬂ apd.incorporated

- ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS wroR e o aod wh ooy

6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel; andqnderstands the
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2016-022456.- Respondent has‘also carefully read,
fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order. |

7. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a

'hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right'to confront and cross-examine

the witnesses against-him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right

to the issuance of 'subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnessé_s and the production of

‘documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other

rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other aﬁﬁlicéblé laws.

8.  Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives ﬁp each and

‘every right set forth above.

2
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2016-022456)
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CULPABILITY

9. Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in Accusation

No. 800-2016-02245 6, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline upon his

B U PO R U S

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. V
10.  For the purpose of resolving the Accusation-:yyithout{the QXR@@SE;@D&Q’QQ@Q@,@i@tX\Of :

further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, ata hearing,. Complainant- could.establisha factual

basis for the charges in the Accusatron and that Respondent hereby gives up hrs rrght to;contest

those charges e o

11. Respondent agrees that his Physrcran s and Surgeon's Certrﬁcate is subjectto.:.

"disciphne and he agrees to be bound by the Board's prob_atlonary terms.as setlfo_rthun».theg“;

Disciplinary Order below. ‘ L mlVE L '
) CONTINGENCY-'

12, ., This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medrcal Board of Cahforma
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complarnant and the staff of the MedrcaI

Board of California may communicate directly with the .Boa,r_d_reg_ardmg,Ihrs;tsotlpulatron;,and

‘settlement, without notice to or participation by Re’spondent_.,or,hi;s, counsel. By signing the

to resc1nd the strpulatron prior to the time the Board considers and. acts upon it. 1fthe.Board fails

to adopt this strpulatron as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Drscrphnary

Order shall be of no force or effect except for this paragraph it shall be 1nadm1ssrble in any Iegal

actlon between the parties, and the Board shall not be drsquahfred from further actron by havrng

_considered this matter.

- 13. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsrmrle 4

copres of thrs Strpulated Settlement and Drscrphnary Order, mcludrng PDF and facsrmlle o

signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the orrgrnals

14.  In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that

the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following

Disciplinary Order:

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT ('800-20'16-02245 6)
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. G:17122 issued ‘
to Respondent Laurance Folkey Johnson, M.D. is revoked. However, the ge{gpcatipn is stayed and
Respondent is placed on probation for five (5) years on the following terms. and;cgnditions,

I. . PROFESSIONALISM PROGRAM (ETHICS COURSE). Within 60 calendar days of

the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a professionalism program, that”

‘meets the requirements of Title 16, California Code of Regulationsﬁ(C,CR).;_gec_tjqn.;lu'3‘558 A

Respondent shall participate in and successfully complete that program. Respondent shall'

provide any information-and documents that the program may deem pertinent, -Respondent, shall.

successfully complete the classroom eomponent of the program not later than six (6) months after

Respondent’s initial enrollment, and the longitudinal component of the program not later than the

time specified by the program, but no later than one (1) year:aﬁer’attendin-g.,ther cla'ssriqom

component. The prdfessionalism program shall be at Re,s;ppndent_?;ls_‘expen‘se;;angl shall be in

addition to the C‘ontinuingMedica‘Ll Education_ (CME) requirements for _reneyYal;_Qt}ilieensgge.‘., .
A professionalism pfo gram taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges inthe, i

Accusation, but pfior to the effective date of the Decision may; in the sole.discretion_of the Board

or its designee, be accepted'towards the fulfillment of this condition if the program would have

‘been approved by the Board or its designee had the program been taken after the effective date of

| this Decision.

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its

v de_signee not later than 15 calendar days after successfnily "cc')mpuie"cin"g the programornet later

than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, whichever is Iater. ‘

2.~ PROFESSIONAL BOUNDARIES PROGRAM. Within 60 calendar ddys from the

effective date of this Dec151on Respondent shall enroll in'a profess1onal boundaries program
approved in advance by the Board or its designee. Respondent, at the program- 's diséretion; shall

undergo and complete the program’s assessment of Respondent’s competency; mental health

‘and/or neuropsyehological performance, and at minimum, a 24-hour program of interactive

education and training in the area of boundaries, which takes into account data obtained from the

4
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‘assessment and from the Decision(s), Accusation(s) and any other mformatlon that the Board or.

its designee deems relevant The program shall evaluate Respondent at'the end of the trammg

and the program shall provrde any data from the assessment and training as well as the results of

‘the evaluation to the Board or its designée.

Failure to complete the entire program not later tha_n six (6)months after Respondeént’s

initial enrollment shall constitute a violation of probation unless the Boardl,,or its ides,i_-g;nee,ag-rees

in writing to a later time for completion. Based on Respondent’s performance in arid evaluations

from the assessment, education, and training, the program shall advise the"Board ‘or its designee .
of its recommendation(s) for additional education, training, psychotherapy. 'a_nd other measures.
necessary to ensure that Respondent can praCtice-medicine safely. Respondent shall _c_o__mply with
program recommendations. At the completion of the pro gram, Respondent-shall;z‘ submit to a final |-
evaluat1on The program shall provrde the results of the evaluation to the Board or its desrgnee
The profess1onal boundaries: program shall be at Respondent s expense and; shall be in, addltron to
the Contmumg Medical Education (CME) requrrements for renewal of lrcensure

The program has the authorrty to determine whether or not, Respondent successfully

completed the program.:

A professronal boundarles course taken after the acts that gave rise to the .chargesin the
Accusat1on but prror to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board
or its desrgnee, be accepted towards the fulﬁllment of this condltlon if the course would have
been approved by the Board or its designee had the course been taken after the effective date of
this Decision. . - S

3. PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION Wlthm 30 calendar days of the effectlve date of

'th1s Decision, and on ‘whatever periodic. basis thereafter may be requ1red by the Board or 1ts

desrgnee Respondent shall undergo and complete a psychratrrc evaluatlon (and psychologrcal

testing, if deemed necessary) by a Board- appomted board certlﬁed psychratrlst who shall

‘consider any 1nformat1on provided by the Board or designee and any other information the

psychiatrist deems relevant, and shall furnish a written evaluation report to the Board or its

designee. Psychiatric evaluations conducted prior to the effective date of the Decision shall not

5
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be accepted towards the fulfillment of this requirement. Respondentvshall pay the cost of all- -~

péychiatric evaluations and psychological testing.

Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions recommended: by the evaluating
psychiatrist within 15 calendar days after being notified by the Board or its designee. .. |
4. PSYCHOTHERAPY. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision,

Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval the name and .-
qualifications of a California-licensed board certified psychiatrist.or a licensed psychologist who

has a doctoral degree in psychology and at least five years of postgraduate experience in the

‘diagnosis and treatment ‘of emotional and mental disorders. Upon approval, Respondent shall

undergo and continue psychotherapy treatment, including any modifications to the frequency of

psychotherapy, until the Board or its designee deems that no further psychotherapy is necessary.

The psychotherapist shall cons1der any information provided by the Board or. its de51gnee
and any other information the psychotheraplst deems relevant and shall.furnish a wr1tten

evaluation report to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall cooperate in providing the

‘psychotherapist with any information and documents that the psy_chothe_rapist:may-.,deern-

pertinent.

Respondent shall have the treating psychotherapist submit quarterly status reperté to the

.Board or its designee. The Board or its designee may require Respondent to undergo psychiatric

evaluations by a Board-appointed board certified psychiatrist. If, prior to the completion of

probation, Respondent is found to be mentally unfit to resume the practice of medicine without

restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over Respondent’s license and the’

period of probation shall be extended until the Board determines that Respond‘ent is mentally fit
to resume the practlce of medicine w1thout restrictions. |
Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychotherapy and psychlatrlc evaluatlons

5.- MONITORING — PRACTICE. Within 30 calendar days of the effectlve date of thls

Decision, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval asa practlce
monitor, the name and qualifications of one or more licensed physicians and surgeons whose
licenses are valid and in good standing, and who are preferably American Board of Medical .

LT

6
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Specialties (ABMS) certified. A monitor shall have no prior or current business or personal

relationship with Respondent, or other relationship that could reasonably be expected to

compromise the ability of the monitor to render fair and unbiased reports to the Board, including

‘but not limited to any form of bartering, shall be in Respondent’s field of'pra_ctjc‘e, and must agree

to serve as Respondent’s monitor. Respondent'shall pay all monitoring costs.

The Board or its designee shall provide the approved monitor with copies of the Decision(s) -

‘and Accusation, and a proposed monitoring plan; -Within 15 cgﬂendar days of receipt of the

Decision(s), Accusation(s), and proposed monitoring plan; the monitor shall submit-a signed
statement that the monitor has read the Decision(s) and Accusation(s), fully understands ;the role
of a monitor, and agrees or disagrees with the proposed monitoring plan. If the monitor disagrees
with the proposed monitoring plan, the monitor shall submit a revised monitoring plan with the
signed‘ statement for approval by the Board or its designee.

Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and continuing:throughout

probation, Respondent’s practice shall be monitored by the approved monitor. Respondent shall

make all records available for immediate inspection and copying on the premises by: ,t}iemo,nitor
at all times -during business hours and shall retain the records for the entire term of probation,

If Respondent fails fo obtain approval of a monitor within 60 calendar days of the effective
date of this Decision, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to
cease the practice‘of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent
shall cease the practice of medicine until a monitor is approved to provide monitoring
responsibility. | IR

The monitor(s) shall submit a quarterly written report to the Board or its designee which

“includes an evaluation of Respondent’s performance, indicating whether Respondent’s practices

are within the standards of practice of medicine, and whether Réspondent i's.pfdc‘.cwicing médiciﬁe ‘
safely, billing appropriately or both. It shall be the sole resansibility of Respohdéﬁt ’_co- cien_surev
that the monitor submits the quarterly written reports to the Board or its designee within 10
calendar days after the endv of the preceding quarter.

If the monitor resigns or is no longer available, Respondent shall, within 5 qalendgr days of-

7
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such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its designee, for prior approvai, the

name and qualifications of a replacernent monitor who will be assuming that.responsibility within

15 calendar days. If Respondent fails to obtain approval of a replacement monitor within 60

calendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the monitor, Respondent shall receive a'
notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of mcdicine within three (3)

calendar days after being so-notified. Respondent shall cease the practice of medicine until a

‘replacement monitor is approved and assumes monitoring responsibility.

Inlieuof a rnonitor, Respondent may participate ina p'rofes_sional enhancement program

-approved in advance by‘th‘e Board or its désignee that includes, at minimum, quarterly. chart

review, semi-annual practice assessment, and semi-annual review of professional. growth and -~

education. Respondent shall participate in the professional enhancement program at Respondent’s

-expense during the term of probation.

6.  NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decision,.the

Respondent shall proi/ide a ttue copy of this Decision and Accusation to, the Chief of Staff or the
Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privilleges or membership are extended to
Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the practice of_me._dicine,, o

including all physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief

Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to

Respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within 15
calendar dayé.

This condition shall apply to any ohange(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier.

7. SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS AND ADVANCED PRACTICE

NURSES. During probation, Respondent is prohibited from‘supervising physician assistants and

advanced practice nurses.

8. OBEY ALL LAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules'
governing the practice of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any court’

ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

9. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS., Respondént shall submit quarterly declarations

8
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under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been

compliance with all the conditions of probation.

Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than 10 calendar days after the end
of the preceding quarter.

10. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compliance with Probation Unit.

Respondent shall comply with the Board’s probatron umt
Address Changes

Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business and
residence addresses, email address 4(if airaii_able), and telephone number. Changes of such
addresses shall be immedi'ately_ communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no
circumstances Shall a post office box serve as ‘an address of reeord, except as allowed by Business
and Profess1ons Code section 2021 (b) -

Place of Practice

R B

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place

of residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed

facility.

License Renewal

Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and-surgeon’s

license.

, Travel or Residence Qutside California

Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days. ' |

In the event Respondent should leave the State of California to reside or 'to”pr'aeﬁc'e, '

Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of

departure and return.

11. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE Respondent shall be

9
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available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s-place of business or at the

"probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.

212, NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON-PROBATION.. Respondent shall notify the Board or
its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practiqé_l_as'ti_ng__mo,re than .,

30 calendar days and within 15 calendar days of Respondent’s return to practice: ‘Non-practice is

defined as any period of time Re_spondent is not practicing medicine as defined in Business and

Professions Code sections 2051 and 205é for at least 40 hours in a calendar month in direct
patient care, cliniqal activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by the Board. If-- - -
Réspondent resides in Célifornié and is considered to be in nbn—practice,r Respondent shall
comply with all terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an intensive trﬁiningi. .
program which has been approved by the Board or its designee shall not be considered non-

practice and does not relieve Respondent from complying with all the terms and conditions.of

probation. Practicing medicine in another state of the. United States or Federal jurisdiction.while

on probation with the medical licensing authority of that state or jurisdiction.shall-not be

considered non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a

- period of non-practice.

In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar

months, Respondént shallisuccessfully complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’s Special

"Purpose Examination, or, at the Board’s discretion, a clinical competence assessment program

that meets the criteria of Condition 18 of the current version of the Board’s “Manual of Model

Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines” priorA to résﬁming the p'ra.ctic'e Of'.rhed.ij'cine'. =
Respondent’s period of non-practicé while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.
Pefiods of non-practice.will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term.

Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing Qﬁtside, of California will relieve

‘Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the

~ exception of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws;

General Probation Requirements; Quarterly De'clarations; Abstajn from the Use of Alcohol and/or

‘Controlled Substances; and Biological Fluid Testing.

10
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13. COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial

obligations (e.g., restitution, pfobation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the
completion of prébation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s certificate shall
be fully restored.

14. VIOLATION OF PROBATION. Failureto fuﬂy comply with any term or condition A

of probation is a violation of probation. If Respondent violates probation in any respect, the

Board, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation and
carry out the disciplinary order that was stayed. If an A;:cusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation,
or an Inteﬁm Suspension Order is filed against .Respondent during pfobation-, the Board shall have
continuing jurisdiction until the matter is final, and the period of pfobétion shall be extendéd until
the mattér is final. |

15. LICENSE SURRENDER. Following the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due fo retirement or health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her licenée.
The Board reserves the r1 ght to evaluate Respondent’s request and to exercise its discretion in
deterrhining whether or not to grant the request, or to take 'any other action deemed appfopriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent -
éhall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and waﬂ' certificate to the Board or its
designee and Reépondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject
to the terms: and conditions of probation. If Respondent re—appﬁes for a medical license, the -

application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

16. PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs aséociated
with probation monitoring each and every year of .probation, as designated by the Board, which
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of
California and delivered to the Board or its designee no latef than January 31 of each calendar

year.

11
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ACCEPTANCE

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully

discussed it with niy att'orne'y‘, Corey E. Krueger. I understand the stipulation and the effect it will

.h.ave' on my Physician's and Surgeon'’s Certificate. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement arid

Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelliéently, and agre.e to be bound by the

Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California.

'DATED: 4 /VJ/ ¥ e .77;«/%1 M s
I LAURANCE FOLKEY J(’)HNSON MD.
‘ Respondent :

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent LAURANCE FO‘LKEY JOHNSON, M.D.
the terms ahd conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipula;ted Settlement and . |
Disciplinary Order. 1 approve its form and content. | |

DATED:  9/so/r3

ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California. .

" Dated: /- ./ 6 Respectfully submitted,

XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of Cahforma .

E. A.JoNEs III _
- Superv1smg Deputy Attorney Genera

Qu:c»/? m ﬂuﬁ.,

CINDY M. LOPEZ - .
‘Deputy Attorney General
Attorneys Sfor Complamant

S 12 o
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800
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- Pasadena, CA 91101-2039

XAVIER BECERRA ‘
Attorney General of California

E. A, JONES III ' _ FILED.

Supervising Deputy Attorney General *  STATE OF.CALIFORNIA
CINDY M. LOPEZ ‘ MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
Deputy Attorney General ‘ SACRAMENTY /4 el 9 20 / k4

State Bar No. 119988
California Department of Justice
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 269-6494
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395
Attorneys for Complainant . }

— ANALYST

, BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2016-022456
Laurance Folkey Johnson, M.D. AC C U SATION

595 E. Colorado Blvd, #335

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. G 17122, '

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
- PARTIES

1. Kimbeﬂy Kirchmeyer (Complaiﬁant).brings this Accusétion solely in her official
capacity as the Executive Direc’gor of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer
Affairs (Board). ‘

2. Onorabout September 12, 1969, the Medical Board'issued Physician's and Surgeon's

Certificate Number G 17122 to Léurance Folkey Johnson, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's
and Surgeon's Certificate Was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought

herein and will expire on November 30, 2018, unless renewed.

1
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| constitutes the negligent act described in paragraph (1), including, but not limited to, a

JURISDICTION

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated.
4. Section 2227 of the Code p'rovides that a licensee who ié found guilty under the

Medical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suSpended for a period not to exceed
one year, placed on probation and required to pay the costs of probation monitoring, or such other
action taken in relation to discipline as the Board.deem_s proper. |

5. Sectioh 2234 of the Code, states:

-“The board shall take acﬁon against any licensee who is charged with unprofessional
conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional conduct inclﬁdes, but is not
limited to, the following: o » |

“(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or abetting the
violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

“(b) Gross negligence.

“(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more negligent acts or
omissions. An inifial negligént act or omission followed By a separate and distinct depafture from
the applicable s:tandard of care shall constitute repeated negligent acts.

“(1) An initial negligent diagnosis followed by an act or omission medically appropriate -
for that hegligent diagnosis of the patient shall cdnsﬁtut_e a single negligent act. A

“(2) When the standard of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or omission that

reevaiuation of the diagnosis ora change in treatment, and the licensee's conduct departs from the
applicable standard of care, each deparfure constitutes a separate and distinct Breach of 'thé
standard of care. h |

“(d) Incompetence.

“(e) The commission of any act involving dishdnesty or corruption which is substantially
related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a phjsician and surgeon.

“(f) Any action or conduct which would have warranted the denial of a certificate.

2
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~who is the sui)ject of an investigation by the board.”

~ O W

profession safely is impaired because the licentiate is mentally ill, or physically ill affecting

discretion deems proper.

| “(g) The practice of medicihe frbm this state.iﬁto anbth‘er state or country witho_ut meeting
the legal requirements of tﬁat state or country for the practice of medicine. Section 2314 shall not
apply to this subdivisionf "fhis subdivision shall become dperative upon the implementation of theA
proposed registration program described in Section 2052.5. |
“(h) The repeate;d failure by a certificate holder, fn the absence of good cause, to attend and

participate in an interview by the board. This subdivision shall only apply to a certificate holder

6. ~ Section 820 of the Code stafes:

"Whenever it appears that any person holding a liceﬁse, certificate or permit under this
division or under any. initiative act referred to in this division ﬁiay be unable to practice his or her
profession safely because thé licentiate's ability to practice is impaired due to mental illness, or )
physical illness affecting competency, the licensing agency may order the licentiate to be
examined by one or more phy51c1ans and surgeons or psycholog1sts designated by the agency.

The report of the examiners shall be made available to the licentiate and may be recelved as dlrect
evidence in proceedlngs conducted pursuant to Sectlon 822."
7. Section 822 of the Code states:

"If a licensing agency determines that its licentiate’s ability to practice his or her

competency, the licensing agency may ta1‘<e action by any one of the following methods:
"(a) Revoking the licentiate’s certificate or license.
"(b) Suspending the licentiate’s right to practice.
"(c) Placing the licentiate on probation.

"(d) Taking such other action in relation to the licentiate as the licensing agency in its

"The licensing section shall not reinstate a revoked or suspended certificate or license until
it has received competent evidence of the absence or control of the condition which caused its
action and until it is satisfied that with due regard for the public health and safety the pers_oh’s
right to practice his or her profesvsion may be safely reinstated."

3
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' patient A. she was attractive and suggested she come back to see him. She never did.

“had been treating patient A. for over 20 years; that was not true. They agreed to the date of

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE =~
) (Mental Impairment)

8.  Respondent Laurance Folkey Johnson, M.D. is subject to disciplinary action under
Code sections 820 and 822 in that he suffers from a condition that makes him unsafe to practice
medicine. The circumstances are as follows: | |

A. The Board received a_compléint_ from patfent A. In about M'arch 2016, patient A.
made an appointment to see Respondent because she was experiénéing anxiety and depression.
She went to see him in Pasadena; there was no receptionist or anyone else in i:hé ofﬁéé. Pati'entA
A. filled out paperwork but no vital signs were taken.

. B. During the session, Respohdent asked paﬁent A. questions about school and fémily?

But he would interrupt her arid tell her about women he dated, vacations with girlfriends and
inappropriately told her about a woman he dated who would orgasm ‘every time he kissed her.

C. Respondent s{lggeysted that patient A. take Xanax, and when she asked if it was

addicting; he said only for those with an addictive personality, so she declined. Respondent told

D. Based on the complaint, Investigator FM.G. asked for the records of patient A. from

Respondent. The investigator called-and spoke with Respondent on the phone, and he told her he

March 14, 2017, for a subject interview. Later in the day R.es_ponde_nt.called‘ back and dsked‘fof
the patient’é name again. He called again on February 24,2017, and asked for the pétient’s name
yet again. On Febi’uary 27,2017, he asked Invesﬁgator F.M.G. for treatment dates because he
cc;uld not find the patient’s records. |

E. OnF ebruary 28, 2017, Investigator F.M.G. received.a phoné message from Mr. K.,
stating he was Respondent’s-attorney and explaining that Respondent did not ;emember talking to
the investigator about the interview.

F.  OnMarch 3, 2017, Investigator F.M.G. spoke with Mr. K. The Respondent told his
attorney he did not recall patient A., or ever trea;[ihg her, and Respondent was confused about the

subject interview since he did not remember agreeing to one. The investigator explained to Mr.

4
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which includes significant memory impairment.

authorlty to supervise physman assistants and advanced practice nurses;

K. that she .spoke with ReSpondent several times, and Résp'ondent spoke to others in the office.
Based on this behavior, Investigator F.M.G. was concerned about his mental status so she asked
Mr. K. if Respondent would agree to a voluntary menfal _e\‘/aluation puréuant to Business and -
Professions Code section 820, ' | |

G. Respondent agreéd to the voluntary mental and physical evaluation. On June 3, 2017,
Dr. B. performed a mental evéluatiori of Respondenf. Durihg Dr. B’s evaluation, Respondent
informed him that he did not remember treating patient A., although Respondent had spoken with
the investigator and others in her office about this patient. -

H.  Aspart of the evaluation, Dr. C, va psychologist, gave Re_qundent some
neuropsychologicai tests. The findings were significant in that she found Respondent’s
performance in the areas of executive functioninlg, problem solving, and c;onceptual reasoning
was far below average. ‘She also found that the results 6f the testing were consistent with‘
frontotemporal dementia and supported a finding of DSM-5 diagnosis for unspecified
neurocognitive disorder. |

| L. Dr..B.’s evaluation showed Respondent has dementia, and that there are significant A
deficits in his shoft and long- term memory. Dr. B. opined tﬁat Respondent is not competent to

practice medicine due to evidence of anxiety, adjustment disorder and frontotemporal dementia,

PRAYER
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hea_ring be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, 'ghe Medical Board of California issue a decision: .
1. Revéking or suspending Physiciari's and Sﬁrgeon’s Certificate Numbef G 17122,
issued to Laurance Folkey J ohnson M.D.;
2. Revoklng, suspendmg or denying approval of Laurance Folkey Johnson, M. D s |

3. Ordering Laurance Folkey Johnson, M.D., if placed on probation, to pay the Board
the costs of probation monitoring; and

5.
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4. Taking such other and further action as deemed ﬁécessary and proplqr.'

DATED: _ March 9, 2018

LA2017605624
62690531.docx

KH\/IBERLY CHMEYER i
Executive Diréttor :
Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affaxrs

State of California

Complainant
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