


IN THE MATTER OF “i?'“” BEFORE THE BOARD OF

SPENCER A. WARD,

25 FE332 * |7 o5
M.D. < x 'S pHysICIAN QUALITY ASSURANCE
LICENSE NUMBER: D1391 :

CASE NUMBER: 91-0148 OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND

CONSENT DECREE

BACRGROUND

On June 11, 1991 the Board of Physician Quality Assurance

(the "Board") charged SPEMCER A. WARD, M.D. LICENSE NUMBER

D13919, CASE NUMBER 91-0148, ("RESPONDENT") under the Maryland

Medical Practice aAct ( the "Act"), MD HEALTHE OCC. CODE ANN.

Section 14-401 et. seq.

The pertinent provisions of the Act are &as follows:
Section 14-404 Denials, reprimands, probations,

suspensions and revocations-———-Grounds.

{a) In gensral.--Subject tc the hearing
provisions of Section 14-405 of this
subtitle, the Board, on the afifirmative vote
of a majority of its full authorized
membership, may reprimand any licensee, place
any licensee on probation, or suspend or
revoke a license if the licensee:

(21) 1Is disciplined by a licensing or
disciplinary authoritvy or convicted or
disciplined by a court of anv state or
country or disciplined by anv branch of the
Unitsd States uniformed services or the
Veteran’s Administration for an act that
would be grounds for disciplinary action
under this section:



The grounds underlying the charges of this section are that
Respondent:

(3) Is guilty of immoral or unprofessional
conduct in the practice of medicine.

(22) Fails to meet appropriate standards as
determined by appropriate peer review for the
delivery of guality medical and surgical care
performed in an outpatient surgical facility,
office, hospital, or any other location in
this State

On October 23, 1991, a Settlement Conference of the Board
{the "Conference") was held. Attending the Conference
were: John F. Strahan, M.D., Chief Settlement Officer; Frank A.
Gunther, Jr., Vice Chair of the Board; J. Andrew Sumner, M.D.,
Beoard Member; Peter E. Dans, M.D., Executive Secretary; C.
Frederick Ryland, Assistant Attorney General, Counsel to the
Board; Darlene A. Fleischmann, Esquire, Chief of Compliance;
Stephen H. Johnson, Chief Case Manager; Pamela J. LoPreato,
Secretary to Chief of Compliance; Geneva E. Goode, Secretary;
John Grad, Esquire and Spencer A. Ward, M.D. As a result of the
Conference, the Respondent and the Board agreed to enter into the
following Consent Decree, which includes Findings of Fact,

Conclusions of Law and a Final Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. At all times relevant to these charges the Respondent was

and is licensed to practice medicine in the State of Maryland;



2. Appropriate peer review includes the review of-a -
physician’s practice by a licensing or disciplinary authority of

another jurisdiction.

3. Appropriate peer review includes the review of a
physician’s practice by specialty societies recognized by a
licensing or disciplinary authority of a jurisdiction in which

the physician practices;

4. On March 1, 1990, Respondent entered into a Consent Order
with the Commonwealth of Virginia, Exhibit 1, attached hereto, in

which Respondent admitted to the following:

1. Between December 1982 and February 9,
1984, during the course of individual
psychotherapy with Patient A for depressive :
neurosis, Dr. Ward failed to recognize and
respond in an appropriate therapeutic manner
to an erotic or dependent
transference/countertransference
relationship. Further, on June 4 and June 5,
1983, Dr. Ward invited Patient A to spend the
night at his residence, and engaged in
inappropriate sexual conduct with the
patient.

2. Based upon the above alleged conduct, the
Greater Washington Psychiatric Society of the
American Psychiatric Association suspended
Dr. Ward’s membership for a period of three
vears for unethical conduct.

5. In his Consent Order of March 1, 1990, Respondent agresd
that his license was SUSPENDED but that the suspension was STAYED
based upon his compliance with the conditions of probation, as
detailed in Exhibit 1, attached hereto.

6. On August 29, 1991, Respondent entered into a subsequent

Consent Order ordering that the STAYED SUSPENSION upon
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Respondent’s license be LIFTED and his lLi¢ense be CONTINUED on
PROBATION upon the conditions of probation, as detailed in
Exhibit 2, attached hereto.

7. Entering into a sexual relationship with a patient is
immoral or unprofessional conduct in the practice of medicine;

8. Failing to recognize and respond in an appropriate
manner to an erotic or dependent transference/countertransference
is a failure to meet appropriate standards of care;

9. Suspension of Respondent’s license and being placed on
probation by the Board of Medicine of the Commonwealth of
Virginia is being disciplined by a licensing or disciplinary
authority.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent committed the following prohibited acts:
1. Respondent was

Disciplined by a licensing or disciplinary
authority or convicted or disciplined by a
court of any state or country or disciplined
by any branch of the United States uniformed
services or the Veteran’s Administration for
an act that would be grounds for disciplinary
action under this section;

MD HEALTH OCC. CODE ANN. Section 14-404 (a) (21)

2. The underlying grounds for this disciplinary action were

Respondent’s failure

To meet appropriate standards as determined
by appropriate peer review for the delivery
of quality medical and surgical care
performed in an outpatient surgical facility,
office, hospital, or any other location in
this State.
MD HEALTH OCC. CODE ANN. Section 14-404 (a) (22), and
4



that Respondent was

Guilty of immoral or unprofessional conduct
in the practice of medicine.
MD HEALTH QOCC. CODE ANN. Section 14-404 (a) (3)

ORDER

It is this 24 day of E:Zw-u% , 1992, by an

affirmative vote of a majority of the full authorized membership

of those members of the Board who considered this case,
ORDERED, that Respondent’s license to practice medicine in
the State of Maryland is SUSPENDED. Said suspension is STAYED

provided that Respondent complies with the following conditions

of probation:
i

1. Respondent must comply with all
conditions of his probation with the
Commonwealth of Virginia as set forth in
Exhibit 2 attached hereto; and

2. Respondent shall undergo psychotherapy
under the supervision of Lawrence I. Sank,
Ph.D. in Bethesda, Maryland at a frequency
and place to be determined by Dr. Sank;

3. Respondent shall sign all necessary
releases to allow the Board to obtain reports
summarizing his participation in
psychotherapy, his compliance with attending
scheduled psychotherapy session, his
prognosis, his ability to continue in active
medical practice and his ability to continue
in the active practice of psychiatry at the
conclusion of his probation; and

4. Respondent shall sign all necessary
releases to allow the Board to obtain reports
from the Chief of Credentialing and the
Medical Director at Spring Grove Hospital
summarizing Respondent’s performance in the
practice of medicine and psvchiatry and be it
further

w



ORPERED, that upon satisfactory completion of the
requirements of the terms of his probation with the State of
Maryland Respondent may petition the Board for reinstatement of
his license in the State of Maryland without any conditions one
(1) year after the execution of this Consent Decree; and be it
further

ORDERED, that the stay of Respondent’s suspension shall be
lifted if Respondent fails to comply with any of the terms of
this Final Order; and be it further

ORDERED, that this is a Final Order and as such will be

considered a public document pursuant to MD STATE GOV'T CODE ANN.

Section 10-611 et.seg. (1989 Cum. Supp.)
,

.~

——— ’)./24/41.
Israel H. Weiner, M.D. Date
Chair, Board of Physician
Quality Assurance

CONSENT

By this Consent, I hereby admit to the Findings of Fact
contained in this Order. I hereby agree to be bound by the
foregoing Consent Decree and its conditions and restrictions.

I am entering into this Consent Decree for the purpose of
resolving the charges initiated by the Board of Physician Quality

Assurance against my license to practice medicine as defined in

(921
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© " The Was! "ngton Psychiatric Society

‘A DISTRICT BRAMCH OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION

June 10, 1991 : Ain Galub

Executve Qiractoe

' 200 K Streat, NW. Suita 202
Wastington, 0.C. 20005
Tei (202 $32-6270
Spencer A. Ward, H.D. .

11204 Angus Place
Potomac, Maryland 20854

Dear Dr. Ward:

At its May 20, 1991 meeting, Executive Council of
the Washington Psychiatric Society approved
reinstatement of your membership status from that of
Member-In—Suspension (May, 1988 through May, 1991) to-
that of General Member in good standing of both the WPS
and the American Psychiatric Association.

Sincerely,

Clesech - Oowet 1m0

udith A. Nowak, M.D. i
President

cc: APA Ethics Committee
Edward Kirby, M.D.
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SEEN AND AGREED TO:

e A i

CUUNTY/CITY OF {(rsh ,’,};c;‘?’gﬁ L, to wit:
Subscribed and sworp to before me, the undemﬁed Notary Publie, in .and

for the pistrict of. Columhid at large, this day of (Zeca
1891 by Spencer A. Ward, M.D. I
P ey Cr 1, %Lu/mz/
Notary Public

My commission expnésca“m“ Enpires Apzd 34, 1959

RECEWED:SW\&%W 518441
ol b oo, 5.

Bernaerd L. Henderson, dJr., Director
Department of Health Professions

13M:AB0O71001: ORDERS

_ A TRUE COPY, TESTE:

L0/ bl

L KAREH WALDAGH, TEFUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF MEDQICINE
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2. Within one year upon entry of this Order, Dr..Ward shall meet with

"".e Board's psychiatric consultants who will submit a report to the Board for

review. Theresfter, Dr. Ward shall be noticed ta reappear before the informal

conference committee. Said committee shall provide the ongoing monitoring of Dr.
Ward's pfobation, determine the frequency of further appearances by Dr. Ward
before it, and shsall serve as the instrument of the Board responsible for
approving and reviewing all information relative to the terms and conditions of this

Consent Order.

3. Dr. Ward shall notify the Board immediately of any change in
emﬁloyment status.

4. Dr. Ward shall maintzin a course of conduct in his practice of medicine
commensurate with the requirements of Chapter 29, Title 54.1 of the Code.

Violation of this Consent Order shall constitute groun‘d_s for the revocation of

the license of Spencer A. Ward, M.D. In the event Dr. Ward violates any of the

:rms and conditions of this Consent Order, a formal administrative hearing=shall

be convened to determiué whether the license of Spencer A. Ward, M.D. shall be
revoked.

Pursuant to Section 9-6.14:14 of the Code, the signed originsl of this Conseat
Qrder shall remain in the custody of the Department of Health Professions as a

public record and shall be made availzbhle for public inspecton and -copyf.ug upon.

request.

FOR ’I‘HE BOARD:

/L JZ ~

Hilarvy H Connor, M.D
Executive Dlrector
Virginia Board of Medicine

ENTERED: &F - #9-F/

[
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW e

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Committee concludes that -Dr.
P;Iard is properly before it and that Dr. Weard is in compliance with the terms and
conditions of probation, as set forth in a Consent Order of the Board entered
March 5, 1890.

CONSENT

I, Spencer A. Ward, M.D. by affixing my signature hereto, acknowledge

.

that:

1. I have been specifically advised to seek the advice of counsel prior to
signing this document;

2. I am aware that without my consent, no legal sction can be taken
agzainst me, except pursuant to the Virginia Administrative Process Act, Section
9-6.14:1 et sea., of the Code; ‘

. 3. I have the following rights, among others: the right to a formal fact

..1ding hearing before the Board, to reasonszble motice of said hearing, to Tepre-

sentation by counsel, and to cross-examine witnesses against me;

4. I waive 2ll such rights to a formzl hearing;
5. I admit to the foregoing Findings of Fact; and
6. I consent to the entry of this Conseunt Order affecting my license ta

practice medicine in the Commonwealth of Virginis.
ORDER

WHEREFORE, it is hereby ORDERED that the STAYED SUSPENSION upon” the -
license of Spencer A. Y;(a.rd, M.D. be LIFTED and that his license be CONTINUED
on PROBATION upon the following terms and conditious:

1. Dr. Ward shall continue in psychotherapy with Lawrence I. Sank,

Ph.D. and shall authorize him to submit reports to the Board every six months

~which will be reviewed by the Board's psychiztric consultants. The Board shzall be

notified immediately of any change in therapy status.

~
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VIRGINIA:
BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDICINE
IN RE: SPENCER A. WARD, M.D.
CONSENT ORDER

. Pursuant to Sections 9-6.14:11 and 54.1-2919 of the Code of Virginia (1950),
as amended ("Code"), an informal conference was held with Dr. Ward on July S,
1991 in Fredericksburg, " Virginia. Members of the Virginia Board of Medicine
("Board") serving on the informal conference -committee ("Committee™) were:
Catherine S. Casey, M.D., Chairman; David E. Brown, ‘D,C.; and F. J. Pepper,
M.D. Dr. Ward was present and represented by counsel‘, John ‘D? Grad, Esq.
The Board was represented by Clyde W. M_atheWS, Jr., Assistant Attorney
7aneral. The purpose of the informal conference was fto review D::. :__?Yard’s
7comp]iance with the terms and conditions of probation impdsed up:on his license to
practice medicine in Virginiz, as set forth -in 'a Consent Order of the Boerd
entered Ma\rch‘ 5, 1990.

FINDINGS QF FACT

Now, having properly considered the evidence presented, the Committee
mekes the following findings of fact:

1. On May 20, 1991, the Executive Council of the Washington Psychiatric
Society lifted Dr. Ward's suspension and reinstated his membership in.good
standing for both the Washington Psychiatric Sodety and the American Psychiatric

Society.

2. Dr. Ward is in compliance with all the terms and conditions of
probation, as set forth in a Consent Order of the Beoard entered March 5, 19890.
3. Between July 1990 and June 1981, Dr. Ward earned 58 hours of

Category I coutinuing medical education credits.
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Pursuant to Section 9-6.14:14 of the Code; the signed original of this Con-

sent Order shall remain in the custody of the Department of Health Professions as

request.

SEEN AND AGREED TO:

’-,;/ // é'/ , ///

.//{_?t;éi’ . f;/ ’ 2
Spéticer A.
o~

IMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
wazsr o CITY OF ALEXADE [

a public record and shail be made available for '-‘public inspection and copying upen

FOR THE BOARD:

A

Hilary H! Connor, M.D.
Executive Director
Virginia Board of Medicine

ENTERED:_“5— & —

to wit:

’

Subscribed and sworn te before me, the undersigned Notary Public, in and
for the Ccmmonwealth of Virginia at large, this 3

1530 by Spencer A. Ward, M.D.

v LG
My commission expires: S- 36-92

| ESy day of NE&¥ cit

’

f’\/\ _ )
\_ L ojc s oo \r\w\

N&tary PublicV

recerven:_ud_ 6, (990

, VS
@[W T -
Bernard L. Henderson, Jr., Director
Department of Health Professions

LM:bi011601.med
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Dr. Ward shall continue in psychetherapv with Tawrence T. Sanlk,

repovis o the Board evaery siN months

"1y and shall autherize b to sulzmit

which will be reviewed by the Besrd's Psychiatric Consulaanis.  The Board shaijl

he notilied imm iy of any chatge in lherapy status.

3. Dr. Ward shall autherize Paul! D. Sullivan, M.D. and Thamas ).

Krajewski, M,D., supervisors under the terins of the American Psychiatznic Associ-~

ation suspension, to submil reporis to the Board every six months which will be

reviswed by the Board's Psychiatric Consultants. The Board shall be notified

hange in said supervisory arrangements.

immediz

A1 At thz end of the first year of probation aad upon receipt of the

reguired reports as sialed io paragraphs two (2) and three {3} asbove, Dr. Ward

il3,

will ke scheduled to meel with the Board’s Psychiatric Consultar

I ne 2 in empioy-

1

tie Board

il sk

ment status.

a. &t sgeeifind by the Yoard., Dr
indorma! confeceney ccomittes.  Sald cormittee shall provicde the ongoing micnitoring

of Dir. Wnrd's probation, determine the freguency of further appearzaces by Dr.

Ward befars L, and shall serve as the lastrument of the Eoard responsible for

titions of this

approving and reviewicg all infermalion relative to the lerms and oond

Consent Ovder.
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7. Dr. Wsrd shall maintain-a eourse of conduct in-his--pr

with the rsquirements of Chapter 23,

commensurate
Yielationn of this Coasent Ovrder shall constitute grounds for the revocation of
viclates any of .tihe

enge of Spencer A, YWard, M.13. In t(he event Dr. Ward

the

. s - . . g : . 1
terms and conditicus of this Consant Grder, a formal administrative hearing sball

Le convened to detevmine wherher the leense of Spencer A. ward, M.D. shell be



2 Based upon the above alleged conduct, the Greater Washington Psychi-

2.

atric Society of the American Psychiatric Association suspended Dr. Ward's m;m-

N

vership for a period of three years for unethical conduct,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Committee concludes that Dr.

Ward has violated Section 54.1-2915.A(3) as further defined ir Section

54.1-2914.A(9), (10) and (13) of the Code.
CONSENT

I, Spencer A. Ward, M.D., by affixing my signature hereto, acknowledge
that:

1. I have been specifically advised to seek the advice of coumnsel prior to
signing this document;

2. I am aware that without my consent, no legal zection can be taken

except pursuant to the Vicginia Administrative Process A4ct, Section
9-6.14:1 et se¢., of the Code;

3. I have the following rights, among cothers: the right to a formal fact

finding hearing before the Board, to reasonable notice of said hearing, to repre-

sentation by counsel, and to cross-examine witnesses agzainst me;

4. I waive all such rights to a formal hearing;
5. I admit to the foregoing Findings of Fact; and
6. I consent to—the—entry of this Consent Order affecting my license to

practice medicine in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
ORDER
WHEREFORE, it is hereby ORDERED that the license of Spencer A. Ward,
M.D. to practice medicine in the Commonwealth of Virginia be, and hereby is,
SUSPENDED with said suspension STAYED and his license be placed on probation
for not less than two years upon the following terms and conditions:
all the terms of his June 1288

1. Dr. Ward shall continue to abide by

suspension by the American Psychiatric Associstion.

A7 -",,



VIRGINIA:
BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDICINE

IN RE: SPENCER A. WARD, M.D.
CONSENT _ORDER

Pursuant to Sections 9-6.14:11 and 54.1-2919 of the Cade of Virginia (1950},

as amended ("Code"), an informal conference was held with Spencer A. Ward

M.D., on January 11, 1980, in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Members of the Virginia

Board of Medicine ("Board") serving on the informal conference committee ("Com-

mittee") were: Catherine S. Casey, M.D., Chairperson; Toay C. Butera,

D.P.M.; and Franklin J. Pepper, M.D. Dr. Ward was present and represented by

counsel, John D. Grad, Esqguire. The Board was represenfed by Clyde W.

Mathews, Jr., Assistant Attorney General. The purpese of the informal con-

ference was to inquire into allegations that Dr. Ward ‘'may have viclated ceritain

laws governing the practice of medicine in Virginie, as sst forth in the Board's
notice of informal conference dated December 12, 1889.

FINDINGS QF FACT

presented, the Commiltee

Now, having properly considered the evidence

makes the following findings of fact:

1. Between December 193Z and February 9, 1884, during the course of

individual psychotherapy with Patient A for depressive neurosis, Dr. Ward failed

ta recognize and respond in an appropriate therapeutic manner to an erotic or

dependent transference/countertransierence relationship. Further, on June 4 and

June $, 1683, Dr. Ward inviled Fatient A to spend the night at his residence, and

engaged in inappropriate sexual conduct with the patient.
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his voldntary act and deed.

As witness my hand and notarial seal.

<2L?%4ﬁ/’°‘§7 4/9/14#94/1/
No¥ary Public
Joan F. Myers

My Commission Expires:

2 5 o




the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.

I acknowledge the wvalidity of this Order and the legal
authority of the Board of Physician Quality Assurance to issue
and enforce this Order.

I hereby waive any right to appeal this matter under §14-408
of the Health Occupations Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.

I understand that if I fail to abide by the conditions of
this Order, I may suffer disciplinary action against my license
to practice medicine in the State of Maryland.

I sign and consent to this Order after having an opportunity
to consult with my counsel and with £full understanding of the

meaning and terms of fthe Order.

Hrlyz gy

bate //éV Spencer A. Wafid, M/D.

2 g
/" Dé&te John . Grad, Esquire
Attogney for Respondent

STATE OF MARYLAND

*P¥/COUNTY OF: HOWARD

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 24 day of February
1992, before me, a Notary Public of the State and City aforesaid,
personally appeared Spencer A. Ward. M.D., and made oath in due

form of law that the execution of the foregoing Consent Order is

~!



