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THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICESredentialing Division
REGULATION AND LICENSURE
STATE OF NEBRASKA JAN 161998

Dept. Health & Human Setvices
Regulation & Liccosure

STATE OF NEBRASKA ex rel.,
DON STENBERG, Attorney

General, -
POLO2 - 71207

Plaintiff,

ORDER ON
AGREED SETTLEMENT

V.

JAMES H. SORRELL, M.D.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Defendant.

- APETITION FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION was filed against the defendant on
December 22, 1997. A proposed Agreed Settlement was filed with the Department on
January 14, 1998.

ORDER

1. The Agreed Settiement including the sanction is adopted, attached hereto
and incorporated by reference. ‘

2. The facts as set out in the petition are taken és true and adopted herein.

this[é of January, 1998.

yr } .
/»///M'?/[// 4&1 lfbluv’"'
Charles Andrews
Chief Medical Officer

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

COMES NOW the undersigned and certifies that on the /{p _day of January,
1998, a copy of the foregoing ORDER ON AGREED SETTLEMENT was sent by
certified United States mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to Daniel E.
Klaus, 1201 Lincoln Mall, Suite 102, Lincoln, NE 88508 and by interoffice mail to
istant Attorney General, 2115 State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska.
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O?‘KRALTH AND HUMAN SBRVICBS
REGULATION AND LICENSURE
‘gPATE OF NEBRASKA

Dept.
pefendant James H. Sorrellwaljmm

the mutual covenants and agreements contained

s H. Sorrell was issued license number

ka Department of Health, now the. Department of :

th and» Human sgrvices Regulation and Licensure ('Department') '

: <to practice msdicine and surgery in the State of . Nebraaka,'-which'

tly held by the pefendant.

Betore disciplinary measures may be taken against the

the Defendant is entitled to a hearing as

- The, pefendant expressly waives the right to any

: go expressly waives any right to
" judicial review oiytha disciplinary order by the Depai.—tment's Chief
Hedical Ofﬂ.cer approv:lng the terms of this Agreed Settlement.

3. «No vcoercion, threats, or promises, other than those
statéd herein; '_‘were made to the pefendant to induce him to enter
into this Agread Settlement. 7

‘4. 'rhe Defendant has been represented by paniel Klaus of the
law‘_fim of Rembolt. Ludtke & Berger, and has raceived a&ice of

counsel prior to entering into this Agreed gSettlement.




‘:;'aillcgationu of the Petition for pisciplinary Action

are admitted by the pefendant .

6. The ‘_P].éi'u't:iff and the Defendant consent to the
disposition: of the above-captioned action by agreeing that the
Chief M‘aedica'.\’.: bfﬂber shall order the suspension of the Defendant’s
1icenée,co praéti‘ce‘,medicine and surgery for a period of three (3)
mon\:hd.k y'rhek:"likéen‘ae suspension shall commence on the date the
Chie:k:@nedica]’.‘:; 1VO££1cer‘ enters an order appréving this Agreed wel
SQ:tl'clﬁeAt ‘ 'rhe pefendant shall not engage in any conduct which
constit‘ute‘sf the practice of medicine and surgery during the period .
of auspens:lon - ‘ , ‘

7.0 Ip’k”agdﬂ:?ltyion to the suspension of the pefendant’s license,
the Chiefnedical officer shall oxder the Defendant’s license to '~
practiéé medicine and surgery placed on probation for a period of
one (1) ‘year, commencing jmmediately after expiration of the
license Wiqn, on the following probationary conditions:

a. - The/Defendant shall deliver his original medical license

to the Department. The Defendant shall be issued a medical

1icense marked probationary in euch manner as the Department
shall determine.

b. The Defendant will complete, expense, the
Professioml/?roblem pased EBEthics program, wh h has been
approved by the Nebraska Board of Examiners in Medicine and
Surgery. The Defendant will submit satisfactory evidence of
his completion of the Program to the Department.

c. The Defendant will maintain adequate records of medical
treatment or services provided to patients in accordance with
generally accepted standar dical profession and in
accordance with the policies of any health care facility where
the Defendant provides treatment to patients.

d. The Defendant will make medical recoxrds of his treatment
of any patient promptly available on request toO anothex
physician or health care facility treating the patient.
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e The . Defendant will comply with Americen - Medical
- Association Ethical Opinions 7.01 through 7.05, which opinions
. i concern Physician Records, for medical records of treatment
. provided by the Defendant to his patients. R

7 £,-¢ The Defendant shall provide notice of this ;disciplinary
. -action to all employers, to practice partners\associates, and
‘‘to.the licensing authorities in any other states:where he has
. or obtains an active medical license. Notification ghall
~include providing copies of the Petition: for Disciplinary

Action, this Agreed Settlement, and the Order by the Chief
7 "Medical Officer. S

/-2 Written confirmation of notification shall be provided by
- the Defendant to the Department within thirty (30) days of the

‘entry of the Order by the Chief Medical Officer approving this
. Agreed Settlement and within thirty (30) days of any changes:
~+in employment or any subsequent out of state licensure.

- g. Anyperiod the Defendant may hold an inactive Nebraaka: .
.1icense shall not reduce the probationary period or satisfy -
.the terms and conditions of probation. -

“heo Thé-Defendant shall submit written notification to the

rtment within seven (7) days of any change in employment,
‘employment status, residence, or telephone.

i.  All reports, notices and other documentation requested by
“the Department shall be sent as ig directed by the Department.
-If ‘any - particular form of report is provided by the
Department, the Defendant shall make reports using such form
of report. .

Jj.  The Defendant shall promptly respond to all requests and
inquiries by the Department concerning the Defendant’s
compliance with the terms of probation.

k. The Defendant shall obey all state and federal laws and
rules and regulations regarding the practice of medicine and
surgery.

8. In the event the Defendant violates any of the above
terms of probation, the Chief Medical Officer, after motion by the
Attorney General and a hearing, may take further digciplinary
action againsty the Defendant’s license to practice medicine and
surgery a8 he deems necessary, including revocation of the

Defendant’s license.
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4 STATE OF mmsm,v
.5 Plaintiff,
3 BY
1
4
. amea D. Smith, ‘
“ Assistant:Attorney General
2115 State Capitol :
; S Lincoln, NE: 68509
- L - Tel: (402) 471-2686
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B nnrmmmrr OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES oy &
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REGULATION AND LICENSURE
STATE OF NEBRASKA

THE s'mrs oF NEBRASKA,
% Plaintiff, PETITION FOR Dol

v

JAMES asonnm M.,

| DEC31199

fendant

| lg.‘g@ﬁ?é}g )
HEALTH &
ICES

ACTION RECEIVED
Cmﬂmmdngwm

antkd&&ﬂmmm&umﬁﬁ
Thz Plnintift ‘alleges as follows: mmﬂmmn&Luuuwt

1.  'Ju;1sdiction is based on Neb. Rev. Stat. § 71-150.

2.»1; Atﬁaii:timea relevant herein, the pefendant James H.
Sorrell han been ths holder of a license which was issued by,the;
Nebraaka Department of Health, now the Department of Health and
Human Servicea Ragulation and Licensure, authorizing him to |
practice medicins and surgery in Nebraska. The pefendant’s license
number~is #n1379‘.‘

’ ‘3QV ’Tha\ﬁcéartment of Health and Human gervices Regulation
and Licénsﬁra'is the agenby of the State of Nebragka authorized to
enforce the provisions of the Nebraska Uniform Licensing Law
regqulating the practice of medicine and surgery.

4. The Nebraska Board of Examiners in Medicine and Surgery
considered  tha investigation of this matter and _made its
recommendation to the Attorney General, which yecommendation has
been considered. Such matters are privileged pursuant to Neb. Rev.
Stat §§ 71-168. 01(7) and 71-168. o1(8).

5. The Defendant is Board certified by the American Board of

psychiatry & Neurology.




' treatment of Patient A _included

':l.nning in »October, 1994, and continuing for avperiod

: confidantia information concerning patient A prior:to'enﬁering

 into the nexualirelationnhip.

Tha Defendant, as Patient A’s psychiatrist, eetabliahadffkk

a position‘oﬁ trus“uinh patient A prior to entering into the
‘sexual relationship.’ .

13, ThhiJDotendant'n sexual relationship with Patient A
constituted 'unprofeaaional conduct® as defined by the following
statutory provisions:

. Neb. ‘Rev. Stat. § 71-148 - "any departure - from or
failura to conform to . . . the ethics of the

profeauion'




; ,:Slt:ut.y § 71-148 - “any departﬁré from
contorm to the standards of acceptable and
rnct£d§/ of a profession” o :
stat. § 71-148(17) - "commis;ion4d£
., misconduct . . - related ﬂtq the

£ the prbféasion" .
is grounds for aisc plinary

- conduct®

'bei: thié;,l\nattye: fo! ‘h'ea‘rihg,k order appropriate disciplinary
' ' Rev. Stat. § 71-155 concerning thé”zbyéf»end,m"
and tax the cc'a‘t:s,d' this

plaintiff,

pY DON STENBERG, #14023
Attorney General

ames D. )7
_ assistant Attorney General

2115 State Capitol.
Lincoln, NE 68509~-8920
Tel: (402) 471-2682
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